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Thomas 5. Burack. Commissioner

spril 2. 2008

The Honorable Candace Bouchard, Chairwoman
Hause Public Works.and Highways Comntiet
Legiglative Office Building Room 201

Concord, NH 03301

RE: SB 452, relative 1o (ransportation planning
Dear Chairwoman Bouchard.
Thank vou for the opportunity o testify concerning 5B 432 which proposes strategic

additions and changes to existing statutes pertaining 1o state. regional and local planning 10
encourage improved coordination of land use and transpartation planning. The Department of

Environmental Services (DES) supports the enaciment o { S8 437 because these changes support
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ongoing efforts lo better integrale and coordinate environmental. land use, and transportation
planning and encourage sustainable future development in New Hampshire.

Improved coordination of land use policies and ransportation investments at siate.
reeional, and local levels 1s essential 1o promoie sustainable development patierns and protect
New Hampshire's environment, AS discussed in our testimony on SB 396, global climate
change is one of the greatest environmental challenges facimg New Hampshire and the
[ransportation seclor 15 one of the laraest contributors of gregnhouse gas emissions in New
Hampshire and world-wide. 1o sipnificantly reduce emissions from the transportation sector
requires a coordinated approach to “norease the fue! efficiency of individual vehicles. male the
gxisting transportation System function more efficiently. and reduce the demand and need for
driving vehicles, Tmproved coordination with land use planning. as called for by SB 432,18
essential to achieve the latier two abjectives,

Land use policies and the resulting pattern of development ¢an have a sipnificant effect
on the number of vehicle miles jraveled. particularly by influencing the availability and
practicality of alternative travel options stch as walking ar public transit (e.g.. bus or rail
cervice). Areas of development that are more compact. incorparate a vanety of different uses,
and are designed to be conducive to walking and biking generate fewer (and shorter) vehicle
trips per household, on average. than areas with 2 more spread-out patiern of development with
widelv separated uses. Additionally. regions characterized by distinet areas of higher-density.
more compact development are also more easily served by public transit, such as local shuttles.
further reducing the need for individual vehicle travel.  These are just two of the many ways in

which land use can mflugnce our transporlation system and ultimately affect pollutant emissions

and the environment of New Hampshire,
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Agin, thank you for the pppoTtuniy 1o westify in support ol

uestions or peed addinonal miformation

gparding Uus hill. pigase contact me i il o

SR 452, I you have any

ES Epvironmenial Quality Impact Planne (arolyn Russell at 271 3
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